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   AUTUMN 2011 NEWSLETTER

We are now well into the swing of the Autumn term and hope that you are all settled into your classes.
Thank you to everyone who came along to the open day on September 2nd, it was lovely to hear what you all got up to over the Summer and to help answer queries you had about the new term.

Summer 2011 Examination results
      100% pass rate ~ Again!

Ballet: 8 Distinctions, 5 Merits 
Modern, Tap and Jazz: 12 Distinctions, 15 Merits 
National: 10 Distinctions, 4 Merits 

Well done to all of you who took the examinations in the summer. These were a fantastic set of results and we are very proud of you all! 

Festivals
Stapleton have got off to a flying start this Festival season with those competing at Mid-Somerset 2011 coming away with 3 Gold medals, 1 Silver medal, 4 Bronze medals and 2 fourth places. Sarah Locke was also awarded the Scribes Cup for the best ballet performance for 12 years and over and Imogen Tucker has been asked to perform her National solo at Mid-Somerset's annual general meeting in October, one of only three performers invited.

In the Gloucester festival the solo dancers achieved two Gold, two Silver and three Bronze medals and two fourth places.  In addition Sarah Locke was awarded the Improvisation Trophy. 
 
At Longwell Green the solo dancers were awarded three Gold, two Silver and two Bronze medals and three fourth places.  Our trio achieved a Silver medal and the duets a Gold medal and a fourth place.  Imogen Tucker was awarded a trophy for the highest mark in the 10yr and under category for her Greek dance.  The groups also danced brilliantly, the Classical group were rewarded with a Gold medal with a distinction and the Classical Group Rose Bowl.  The Cabaret groups achieved a Silver and Bronze.  Well done to everyone who took part!

The Junior Irish Group will be entering their Irish piece for the first time at Kingswood in February half term.
With great regret we had to end the Junior Cabaret Group due to falling numbers, hopefully this will only be a temporary measure.

Forthcoming festivals for this academic year:
Kingswood - Saturday 11th to Saturday 18th February 2012 at the Hanham Community Centre 
Highbridge - March 2012 - dates to be confirmed at the Princess Theatre, Burnham on Sea 
Bristol - Saturday 31st March to Friday 6th April 2012 at Backwell School 
Cheltenham - Wednesday 9h to Sunday 20th May 2012 at Cheltenham Town Hall
Weston Super Mare - May Half term 2012 - to be confirmed, at the Playhouse Theatre
Anyone can go and watch the festivals for a small entry fee, and it is great to see the dancers perform in the theatres.
All England Dance

 (
Congratulations to Ella Pratten who reached the Finals of All England in London this 
Summer
.  Ella 
was 
awarded
 4th place with Honours
 in the National category for her Irish piece.  We are extremely proud of her achievement and wish her and Miss Kerri equal success with her new dance.
)
      	   







Timetable changes

We have had to make some adjustments to the timetable.  Please check the times and venues carefully on the attached timetable.  We would also like to give you notice of a future amendment.  After Easter 2012 Grade 1 ballet will be returning to Begbrook at a slightly later time but still on a Monday evening.  Please see times below.
	APRIL 2012

	Downend
	MISS KERRI
	Begbrook
	MISS EMILY

	3.30-4.00pm
4.00-4.30pm
4.30-6.30pm
   6.30pm 
	Baby Ballet 
Pre – Primary Ballet
Private Lessons
Finish
	3.45-4.15pm
4.15-4.45pm
4.45-5.15pm
5.15-5.55pm
5.55-6.35pm
6.35-7.15pm
7.15-7.55pm
7.55-8.35pm
8.35-9.15pm
   9.15pm
	Baby Ballet
Pre Primary Ballet
Primary Tap
Primary Ballet
Grade 1 Ballet
Grade 2 Ballet
Grade 3 Ballet
Grade 4 Ballet
Grade 5 Ballet
Finish




Dates 2011/ 2012
Please see timetable attached for term dates, exam dates and other dates for your diary.

Medical updates
It is vital that we are kept up to date with contact details, medical conditions and family circumstances to ensure your children are looked after and kept safe. Please contact us immediately if your information/situation has changed.

Stapleton Dancewear 
Opening times and Mobile Dates
Monday 4 – 6pm and Tuesday 4 – 6pm (during term time), 
Saturday 10 – 5pm   5th, 12th and 19th Nov only
Mobile Sales: Yate Friday 18th November 3.30 – 6.00pm
 				           
Contact Stapleton Dancewear on stapletondancewear@hotmail.co.uk to ensure any items you require are brought to your branch. Depending on interest we may make the mobile dates bi-annual rather than termly.
 (
PLEASE NOTE - 
All orders for Christmas jumpers need to be placed by 13th November.
 
W
e can't guarantee that orders placed after this will be available before Xmas
.                              
 
)															                
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 (
Uniform Update
We have added rose bud ballet bun hair ribbons to our uniform list.  They are available in a variety of 
colours
 to coordinate with the RAD uniform.  They are available from Stapleton Dancewear at £3.50.  We encourage students to wear them to ALL ballet classes, as hair should be in a bun each week. 
 
They are now a requirement for the examinations.
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GCSE Dance
The GCSE dance course started after the October half term.  The course is being run by Miss Kat Dale who is extremely well qualified for the job. Miss Kat currently teaches the course at London Contemporary, Italia Conti and Cremona School of Dance. She has also worked as an examiner, team leader and course instructor for other teachers and examiners.  Lessons are taking place at our studios in Ridgewood Community Association on Wednesday evenings 4.30 – 6.30pm throughout term time and the course will be run over 2 years.  It is not too late if you wish to join - we do still have spaces available, if you or anyone you know is interested please contact us.  We do feel this course is a fantastic opportunity for students to study a subject not widely offered, to increase their UCAS points/employability and to increase their appreciation and understanding of Dance.
Demonstrations
Iron Acton Prom in the Meadow 
Iron Acton was hugely successful again this year.  We took a trip around the world with our dancers performing a US style Hoe Down and a circus inspired Czech piece.  The girls thoroughly enjoyed performing to a live orchestra and Stapleton School of Dancing are delighted to have been asked to take part again next year.  All monies raised were donated to local charities.
Minchinhampton Country Fayre
This took place on a grey September Saturday, but the rain held off for our demonstrations, everything went well and the dancers performed beautifully even on a school playground!
St Johns Mead Summer Fayre 											    
The St Johns Mead demonstration took place on a much brighter summer day and saw performances from our most senior students right down to some of our youngest
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Thank you to all of you who participated and for those who came to watch and support the school at these fantastic events!
Intermediate National
We are planning to run an Intermediate National class starting in January 2012, to enhance the National Dance work within the school.  The course will run for the Spring and Summer term only. The syllabus will be examined at the Senior Summer School on the 27th July 2012. The Intermediate National will incorporate group work.  It is the minimum level required for a teaching qualification, and will help prepare those of you of you who plan to progress onto dance at college/university. It will also give you extra UCAS points for your future applications. As part of the Intermediate course we will also start to teach the Silver and Gold syllabus, the Summer School will then concentrate on coaching for both the medals and Intermediate.  If you have not taken any national medals this is not a problem, they are not a requirement for this course. The lessons will be on Friday, 6.30 to 7.15pm with Miss Jenni.  

Adult classes
We had considerable interest earlier this year in running a Belly Dancing class for adults and ran a one off evening workshop at Ridgewood Community Association over the summer.  Despite low numbers on the evening the teacher, Miss Libby Johnson, did an excellent job and the participants all had a fantastic time and were suitably tired afterwards!

We are planning to introduce Zumba to our timetable! This Latin-fused dance fitness programme is sweeping the nation and is the newest way to keep fit and have fun while doing it. Further details will be available soon.

Birthday Parties
[image: C:\Users\smithlaptop\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\N93LMAYS\MC900022528[1].wmf]We can, on request, provide one off dance classes for children or for adults, for example to celebrate a birthday.  A one hour children’s jazz class could include a series of warm ups and a dance routine.  We are happy to suggest suitable music/songs or you may have your own ideas.  We can accommodate up to 16 children.
A 50% non- refundable deposit will be required to secure a party booking. 
Please note, no food is allowed in the studios and we do request that you provide your own water.               
Prices are available on request; please contact us for more information. 


UCAS Points
The RAD Examinations Board has announced that UCAS tariff points for Graded and Vocational Graded Examinations in Dance at Level 3 are now confirmed. What this means is that candidates who have achieved a Pass or higher at Grades 6-8, Intermediate or Advanced Foundation can use their exam result as contributing towards their points tariff when applying to a university or Higher Education institution in the UK, for applications from 2012 onwards. For further details please visit the RAD website or the UCAS website.

The ISTD's Grade 6 and Intermediate examinations now have UCAS points (this applies to examinations taken from September 2010 onwards).  UCAS points can also be claimed by those who took their Grade 6 between August 2001 and August 2010. Students can now claim points when they submit their 2012 UCAS applications. 

Standing Orders
We do accept monthly “Standing Orders” as payment for fees, coaching classes, examinations, private lessons etc. If you would like to pay by standing order there are a few details to be aware of;
The termly fees are divided by four months and the 1st payment is due the month before the term starts. 
A Standing Order form must be completed to inform us of your payment plan and to avoid late fees and reminders.

Refund Policy
We have issued a clarification for our policy on cancellations and refunds.  This is available on the website and will go out with your next invoices.

General
*We have decided to clear lost property at the end of every half term and take no responsibility for lost articles.
* Please remember that there is to be no parking in the front car park at Ridgewood Community Association before 6pm. 
*The kitchenette at Ridgewood Community Association is for staff members only. Should you need access for any reason please ask permission first, this is for your own safety. 
*The noise level at Minchinhampton Youth Centre is a constant battle.  Please be courteous and keep your children quiet for Miss Sam’s sanity - this is not a toddler group it is a dance class! 

Website
Please check the website regularly for any updates.   If you have any problems with our website please contact us. We are also on Facebook! Check our page regularly for updates and exciting info!

Past Pupils
Freddie Gunningham will be appearing in The Nutcracker at Covent Garden this Christmas.  He has been shortlisted for the part of Fritz and may even get to perform alongside William Tuckett!
Alanna Smith has passed her DDI Tap and Modern and is due to take her National this December. She has also passed her Advanced 2 National, Advanced 1 Tap and Modern and her Intermediate Ballet while training in Swindon.
Sophie Hannaford is now going into her second year of training and has already achieved her Intermediate Ballet and Advanced 2 Tap (both with Merit) and she is taking her Advanced 2 National this term.  She has also passed her DDI Modern and is currently working towards her DDI Tap at Miss Hockaday’s with Alanna. 
Hannah Gunningham has achieved A grades in her GCSE Maths and GCSE Core Science, both taken a year early.  She is working on her GCSE Dance with an A and two A* grades for the first units.  She was awarded a Distinction in RAD Advanced Foundation in October 2010 and is now awaiting the result of the RAD Advanced 1.
Georgia Smart has now gone into her second year at Elmhurst after a Summer performing alongside Birmingham Royal Ballet in Copelia!
Ellie-Barrett-Rees¸ who is also studying at Elmhurst, has been unable to dance due to an injury. Not one to sit still though Ellie has been constantly in the Pilates studio and has continued to make great progress with her music. We wish her a speedy recovery.
Jennie Morrison-Smith is now part time at college and is teaching for Stapleton on both Monday and Fridays!
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              We wish you all a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year!
                        Lots of love, Miss Miranda and Miss Sam xxx
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